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By Jabez WoopMan, A.M. 
[concluded.] 


« Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
imnels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long 
eufering, forbearing one another,and forgiving one another, 
if any man have a quarrel against any; even as- ‘hrist for- 
vane yo’, $0 also do ye. And above all these things put on 
Charity, which is the bond of perfectness.”—Col. ii. 12—14. 

Fourthly. ‘ Meckness.” Meekness is a te m nearly 
sypouiinous with humbleness of mind. It signifies iman- 
suctude, gentleness or mildness, and exhibits itself, in not 
anvying the giftsand giaces, the usefulness and happi- 
ness of others, but rejoicing therein. It is mot grieved or 
soured at the good which it beholds, though not its own. 
Itisnot chagrined at the rising wealth, accumulated by 
honest industry, anda well tempered frugality. It does 
got sicken at the sight of ornamental qualities, nor is stung 
at the heart, in beholding honors and emoluments confer- 
ved on virtue and talents, for it is in diametrical opposi- 
tion to envy, the meanest of the passions, and which, as 
Solomon states it, “is rottenness in the bones, and slayeth 
the silly one 1” Meekness implies in it a disposition qui- 
etly to resign to the will of God, under ell dispensations, 
whetber adverse or prosperous. 

Fifthly. “Long-suffering.” Long-suffering is that 
whereby a person patiently bears the evil words and ac- 
Uiufis Uf OlMe iS, ANG Ts HOt provoned Dy them 5 It restrains 
the angry passions and exercisgs a persevering patience, 
realizing that no injury, received from a fellow-mortal, 
will in the final result of things, prove injurious but ben- 
cficial. Pope has justly remarked, that * All partial evil 
is universal good.” The man in whose bosom this long- 
cuffering disposition predominates, instead of losing prop- 
er bounds of moderation and cominand of temper, on ac- 
gount of those rebuffs with which he meets, or those de- 
feets which he observes in mankind, cherishes sensations 
placid and serene. This heavenly disposition proimpis a 
jaan, in many instances, to recede from his own sight, for 
ihe sake of avoiding contests. The patriarch Ab -aham, 
that illustrious “ father of the faithful,” bas exhibited to us 
a wonderful specimen of a long-sufiering disposition. At 
a time. when the flocks and herds of Abraham and Lot 
had so increased, and their substance had become so great, 
thatit was impracticable for them to dwell together, 
‘there was a strife between the he:dmen of Abraham's 
cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle. And Abraham 
said unto Lot, let there be no strife, 1 pray thee, between 
me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen ; 
for we be brethren. Is not the whole land before thee ? 
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me ; if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I will go to the right, or if thou depart 
to the right hand, then I will go to the left.” Happy; 
would it be for the world, did this pacific and lang-suffer- 
ing disposition universally prevail,which shone so con- 
spicuously in the devout patriarch. “He thatis slow to 
anger is” assuredly * better than the michty,and he that 
ruleth his spirit. than he that taketh a city.” 
~Sixthly,  Forbearing one another.’ Forbearance is 
not only bearing one another's burdens and weaknesses, 
but it more especially means a carefulness to avoid every 
thing which may tend to the injury of one another. It is 
to avoid the rendering of evil for evil, or railing for rail- 
ing, or to seek rvrevenze for mal-conduct received from 
Others, in any way whatever, either by words or deeds. 


He who exercises a forbearing lispesition, in imitation of 


the Redeemer of the world, when he is ‘seviled, revilet 
Not again: when he suffereth, he threateneth not, but 
eommendeth himself to him who judgeth righteously. 

; S renthly. * And forgiving one another, if any man 
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave y 

30 also do ye.” It is ihought by some limitarie ns, aft 
the apostacy of the first man, as his posterity w 
seininally in him, God became unreconciled tothe whel 
luman family, and that it would now be just in him t 
Yorsign them over to irretrievable horror, woe & wretch- 





edness. Those who concede to this idea, suppose there 
never could have been any pardon, remission or forgive- 
ness of sin manifested to mortals on the plaa ofstrict jus- 
tice. Forgiveness of sin, as I conceive of itjis an act 
originating In the nature of God, and harmonizes both 
justice and mercy in the same act. It show'd be consid- 
ered that God is love, that he is in one mi. |, and there- 
fore was never unreconciled to man. Man became unre- 
conciled to God by wicked works. Jesus Christ came to 
reconcile man to God, not God to man. Ee came to re- 
veal the Father’s love, but not to purchase it. The pure 
gospel doctrine exhibited bothin the old ard new testa- 
ment, is that of forgiveness. Jesus Christ, through his 
Whole life, and in his last expiring motment., manifested a 
forgiving temper of mind. Witness his last aspiration to 
his Fathe., for his enemies, just before bis exit: “* Father 
forgive them. for they know not what they do.” Well 
might the Apostle, in our text enjoin forgiveuess, for most 
assuredly to forgive others and beg that a manifestation 
of forgiveness may be made to them, is the true’ charac- 
teristic and property ofthe Christian. ‘If any man have 
a quaryel avainst any 3” let him be who he will, high or 
low, rich or poor, bond or free, of whatsoever age Or con- 
dition, and let his quarre] be what it will,ever so great 
and well founded, yet let him put up with 1 and forgive 
it. Even as Chiist forgave you, so also de ye.” Jesus 
Christ is the Exemplar and pattern for imitation, and it 
is for the happiness of all, to follow his exa:mples and obey 
his precepts. 

Kighthly and lastly, “ And above all th. se things, put 
on Charity, which is tne bond of perfectness.” Above all 
these, i.e. the foregoing, * Bowels of metces, kindness, 
&c.” The original word for Charity in our text, signifies 
love and is almost universally translated thus. Without 
big the: ly dove, all’which may be attempted, nay be con- 
sidered as nothing: for it will he dove onl ger we e euise. 
show and hypocrisy. The giace of love 4s the upper gar- 
ment which covers all the rest, for so the worls may be 
rendered “ upon all these things put on Chavity.” It is 
by this uppes garment thata disciple of Christ is visible 
and distinguished, and is known to be What he is. The 
Apostle has beautifully and forcibly described this grace, 
in his first Epistle to the Corinthians, and 13th chapter. 
He theie asserts, that if he could speak with the tongues 
of men and angels, yet without charity or love, he should 
only resemble the unmeaning clangor of the most common 
and less harmonious musical instruments. If he had the 
gift of all prophecies, and could have an understanding of 
all mysteries, yet without love he would be nothing.— 
Great speculations in divinity may be acquired where 
love does not predominate in the affections. There may 
be those who have great attachment to curious specula- 
tions in theology, logical subtleties and metaphysical re- 
finements, and also to rites, modes, and human creeds, 
and yet have but little or no love in exercise. Vell 
might the Apostle enjoin it on his brethren to put on Char- 
ity or love, for it is, as he states it, * the bond of perfect- 
ness.” It is the bond of union between brethren, which 
knits and cements them together, so that they are periect- 
ly joined together, and are of one mind and one heart. 
When this bond of union is well understood and experi- 
enced by the believer, his love is not confined to an * en- 
lightened few,” supposed to be the objects of the peculiai 
love of Gov, to the final rejection of millions and millions 
ofthe human family ; but his benevolence is broad as 
the ocean, his cando: brilliant as the sun, and his com- 
passion and humanity, extensive as the human race. He 
conside:s the whole human family to be his brethren, al- 
lied by this bond of union, which can never be broken. 
Like St. John. the loving and affectionate evanvelist, hi 
knows that“ he who hateth his brother is a murderer, 
and that no murderer bath eternal life abiding in him.” 
How incompatible with love, this boad of pe:tectness, are 
the views of limitarians. It is strenuously argued by 
them, that of the redeemed, in the coming world, parents 
will see their children, children their parents, husbands 
thei: wives, and wives their husbands consigned over to 
a state of endless torment, and that this very sicht will be 
rmean of heighthening their joy and felicity. With 
reat propriety might those enjoying such a kind of sup- 
nosed Heaven as this. receive the following address. O, 
‘oe fathers, what has destroyed your parentallove! What 

- shut up your bowels of pity! What has paralized 

y benevolent feeling, that you can, with :apture, be- 
hold your children in a state of endless woe and wretch- 





edness? Can you remain unaffected with their bitter 
groans and howlings’ Nay, you cannot, unless you 
have become callous to every kindemotion, and dead to 
every generous sensation. QO, ye mothers, what has de- 
teriorated your affections! What has rendered your 
hearts obdurate towards your dear offspring! What has 
bereaved you of"all those acute sensibilites, and generous 
feelings of your embrace, which stimulated you to nour- 
ish aud train up your lovely babes, in your once fond and 
affectionate bosoms! that you can now give them up 
with joy, tobe incaleulably miserable to all eteinity ? 
O, ye husbands and wives, what has changed your former 
affection into hatred! What subtle Demon has dissolved 
the ligament which entwined your souls in bonds of Hy- 
menial love, that you can willingly resign those who have 
been bone of your bone and flesh of your flesh, to be inde- 
scribably wretched to an interminable duration? OQ, ye 
childien, what has deprived you of that filial respect and 
iove to your parents, which once reigned predominant in 
your hearts? Ifany of our fellow-men bave become se 
infatuated, as to believe they could be happy, in thus be- 
holding others (near and dear to them by the ties of na- 
ture,) destined to a state of irrevocable borror and des- 
pair, with much propriety may we have recourse to the 
following petition, contained in the litargy : “Good Lerd 
deliver them.” Every real chiistian loves all men, with 
a love thaf embraces the endless glory and 4 licity of alls 
hence, he who believes that any will be punished with 
endless misery, has, in the sentiment of your speaker, 
formed wrong conceptions of the character of God, and 
does not love his breth.en as he ought. 
A FEW REFLECTIONS. 

Although T have had epportunity of a personal ac- 
quaintance with but comparatively tew of you, who now 
compose this large and respectable auditory, yet in each 
Cuuiile teasece a c¢ Ger pi tiben ihe seaiuie 9UL G@ VIL tiiets, tfravins 
descended from the same common Payent. May we, ia 
obedience to the injunction of the author ofour text, * put 
on bowels of mercies, &c.” May we not only love one 
another, but even our most implacable enemies, aud ever 
manifest toward them a forgiving disposition. The er- 
rors, the follies and the vices of mankind, are the greatest 
and the most plausible occasions of the alienation of our 
affections and our hearts from them: and yet, how many 
errors, follies and vices have we been guilty of ourselves, 
and we must have a manifestation of the’ pardoning love 
and forgiving mercy of our God, before we can sit down, 
with joy and rapture, in bis etefnal kingdom. When our 
fellow-creatures pass in review before us, walking up and 
down in life, * passing like shadows over the plain,” and 
allin tbeir varied pursuits, aspiving after happiness—were 
we seriously to reflect that these, our brethren and we, 
compose one great family, and will finally sit down te- 
gether in the kingdom of glory ; do you not think that it 
is probable, my friends and brethren, that we should treat 
our feHow-mortals, with more mercy, kindness and love, 
than we are generally wont todo’ Certainly we should. 
Let us, iny brethren, cultivate benevolence and philan- 
tnropy. If we live under the mfluence of Charity, others 
will notice it with wonder and admiration, and will have 
occasion to say of us, as the heathen said of the primitive 
Christions, * See how these Christians love one another.’ 
In a word, if our religion be good to live by, Lam well as- 
sured that it willbe good to dieby. May God bless us 
all, and prepare us to fill up the measure of our days, in 
this world, with usefulness, die in peace, sleep in Jesus 
and be awakened ip the glorious morning of the resurrec- 
tion, and spend ancte:nal Sabbatism of rest, “iu the new 
Heavens and new earth, wheiein dwelleth righteous- 
ness.” AMEN. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


BRIEF EXPOS:TOR-—--No. 6. 


Whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purpe 
his floor; and eather his wheat iatohis garner ; but hi cul 
harn up the chal? with unquenchable fire.-—Matt: iii. 12. 

These words were addressed to the Jews, by John the Bap- 
tist, of whom it was said by the prophet, * Beheld, 1 will 
cend my messenger, and he shall prepare the w ay before 
me: and the Lord, whom ye seek. shall suddenly come te 
his temple, even the messenger of the covevant, whom ye 
delight in be! old, he shall come, saith the Lorp of hosts. 
But who may-abide the day of his coming? and who shail 
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stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, and 
Like a fuller’s soap.” * Behold, | will send you elijah the 
prophet, before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 
he Lord: and he shall tarn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heasi of the children to the fathers, lest 1 
come and smite the earth with a curse.”—Mlatt. iii 1, 25 1. 
5,6. From this prophetic description of John ana of his 
ministry, it is natural to conclude that he would both notify 
the Jews of the immediate approach of their expected Mes- 
siah, and warn them of the judgment to which they were 
exposed. So long bad they, as a people, abused the most 
sigual manifestations of divine goodness that, by rejecting 
the irince of peace, they would finish the climax of iniquity. 
Hence, when the special iiarbinger of Jesus began to an- 
nounce the near approach of the peaveuly kingdom, the new 
dispensation, many of the chief men among the Jews, both 
Pharisees and Sadducees came to him for baptisin, without 
bnbibing the spirituality of the doctrine by him promulgated. 
When this was discovered, and John was made acquainted 
With the vanity and osieutation of these professions, ie fore- 
saw the manner in which they would reject and coder inthe 
personage whose spiritual reign he annou. ed. as there- 
fore, he embraced that early oppurtunity to declare, a para- 
bles, ihe consequences which would inevitably fotlow their 
wilfu} and wicked rejection of the wue Messiah in the 
passage | have selected, John taught the following interesting 
particulars. 

1. By the “floor,” which was to be cleansed, is meant the 
land of Judea, wiere the gospel of tee son of God was urst 
proclaimed. slaving been made the scene of so many exbr 
bitions of divine goodness, and operations of power, it was 
called the thresbing floor of God.—See Micah vi. 12, i3. 
VWoiieuw nations are broken to picces by instruments providen- 
tially appointed, and the prec:ous are separated from the 
vile, they are represented as veimg threshed and winnowed. 

2. The: fan ia iis band” stands for the Roman ariny, 
by wh cl tie Jews were to be swept trom the land which 
the, deiled, and as a body politic, suffer destruction. ‘They 
were to be trodden down of the Geutiles, as a Chastisement 
for their obstinacy and wickedness ‘The same means in the 
Diviue hand, is called an * axe” in verse 1U, and a * fan” in 
ihe passage before us 

3. “ The wheat” which was separated from “the chaff,” 
represent the disciples of Jesus Christ. who were evidently 
preserved by a divine interposition, during the unparaielled 
calamities which came upon the Jews. ‘They were kept vy 
the protection of God, as wheat safely deposited in a garner 
Both the Jewish and Curistian historians bear testimony to 
the won'erful mannerin which tie friends of Christ were 
preserved, while millions of Jews perished. Whata solemn 
oie to others ! 

4. The sufierings and destiuction of the Jews, by the 
administration of punishment, is signified by * burning the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.’ ‘That this alludes to the 


sufferings of that devoted people, during the demolition of 


Jerusalem, a subject so frequently mentioned by our Saviour 
in his discourses to then, hardly admits of disputation. 
Not, however, that an eternity of misery is intended, as the 
destruction of chaff, by fie could not, with propriety, be so 
interpreted. But if we admit that dreacful denunciations 
were aunounced against tse Jews, as we must, or deny the 
Bible at once, why not allow thatthe great and continued 
suffer. ngs which they endured, were meant by the declaration 
in the above text? A similar difference and distinction be- 
tween the frends and the enemies of Jesus, is held forth in 
all the New ‘lestament. CILRISTIANOS. 








as wean) 


PVolenical. 








FOR PAE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


TO A “CALVINIST.” 
Dean Srr—lI have thought tl 
must be the peculiar vi tues of 
Whenever they enter the list of Controversy, they must 
meet with and answer all those antiquated objections, 
which, times without number, have been effectually si- 
jenced. Their opponents ceneral’y run out into all the 
different ramifications, which au cntenable position sug- 
gests to them; and they must qui tly consent to go again 
Sy grounds, Which have loug since been plucked of all 
limitacion arguments. Hie labor, as Virgil says; and a 
task it is too, that requices no ordinary effort of patience. 
Has God determined to punish the wicked eternally ? 
fn iny lust IT reasoned the improbability of such a deter- 
nination, from the present cou se of dealing God pursues 
toward them. ‘You seew to be some offeaced, because | 
quoted these woids of Divine truth: * God ws good to all.” 
In rep!y to this you say: * The question is not whether 
God is good to all men in some allowable sense; but 
whether God is determined to punish the wicked eternally 
or not.” Ldid not say, Si., that the question was wheth- 
er “ God is good to vil” or not. The scriptures decicde 
shat point; and therefore it cannot be called in question. 
And T wonder that vou should attempt to evade the argu 
ment which I suggested as derived fiom that text agars 
‘uch a determination,” by insinuating that I made it a 
question, I now :epeat whatI said before, In the pres- 
ent conduct of Deity towards his creatures, there is noth 
vog which looks like a detesmination to punish any of them 


it, charity and patience 
niversalist wiiteis.— 


ScyietNP MENTO — nes 
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eternally. Nay, there is,in my mind, very substantial 
evidence against such a cruel sentiment. 
An axioin which you have laid down, very happily fur- 


we would decide from a course of reasoning, ib what man- 
ner God will deal with the wicked in a future state, we 
should recur to his dealings with them here.” Very good. 
Here * God is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
alihis works.” Now, from this * course of reasoning,” it 
is but just to conclude that, in a future state, God will 
contiuue to be good to all, and his tender mercies will, 
then as now, be over all his works. But you say: “ To 
prove from analogy, that there will be no difference be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked in futurity, you ought 
to make it appear, from the dealings of God that, he 
makes no difierence in this world.” Here you have assum- 
ed what you shonld have taken upon yourself “to make 
appear’ —that there will be * the :ighteous and the wick- 
edinfuturity.”. This you knowI deny. But even admit- 
ling it, your argument itself would go to prove that, there 
will be 20 grealer difference between them there, than 
there is here; a sentiment to which I believe few Caivin- 
ists are willing to subscribe. But you think that, because 
God punishes the wicked here, he will continue to do so 
eternally. I confess I can see no consistency in the idea. 
Suppose A, on a certainday pays Ba debt due him; does 
it follow that, A must pay the same debt every day of his 
life > Or suppose you punish your child to day, does this 
prove that you will éherefore, punish him every day ¢ 
There is no more p opriety in maintaining that, because 
God punishes the wicked here, he will punish them forev- 
er. Yousay: * To deny that God actually punished 
those wicked people in this life, would be absurd ;” and 
I, in tuin say, to deny that those are justly exempted from 
future punishment, whom Gud actually punisied in this 
life is equally absu.d. Show me if you can, any justice 


you can prove that sin is to continue eternally, you may 
then, but not till thea, argue the doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment. 

Though it is evident, enough has been said to convince 
the candid and unprejudiced, that the ground you have 
issumed is untenable, still f cannot feel satisfied to dib- 
iniss this part) fthe subject, till [have made your contra- 
dictions evident to the blink eye of superstition and preju- 
dice. That you are refuted in this point, I may say, with- 
out arogance, since you have flatly and repeatedly con- 
i.adicted yourself, When you commenced this argument 
as may be sepnon the 10th page of the Intelligencer, you 
took it for gramted that, the sinner was not punished ac- 
cording to his works here, and therefore, would be so puu- 
ished hereafter. Yes, you went so far as to represent the 


cn of his own choosing. Now, do you not see, my dear 
sir, that if you reason analogically, you must admit that 
God will do no worse by the sinner ina future world,than 


the dealings ef God, we must infer that living in atlman- 
ner Of crimes, 1M eternity, willatiord wicked men the same 
“ prosperity,” ** merriment” and * heaven” which it did in 
time ! If you complain that such a supposition is shocking 
in the extreme, do be so_ kind as to consider that it arises 
from your own statements. Butnow comes the contra- 
diction to which [ allude. In your last communication, 
you change your ground, and contend that God will pun- 
ish the wicked, in eternity, because he does punish them 
here ! In one breath they are to be punished because they 
were in heaven, in time, and in ihe next, because they 
were ip hell? Doestruth require such defence ? I ask 
this serious question, because I expect you will answer it. 

Suppose | had argued, at first, that the righteous would 
be afilicted in eternity, because they were not afflicted 
here ; and then, when you replied that those afflictions 
would not be endless, because they were administered in 
mercy, suppose I should turn about, and maintain that, 
as God does actually afilict the righteous in time, he will, 
therefore, render their afflictions endless in eternity ¢ 
Would you need a prompter to enable you to discry my 
absuidity and contradiction? No, good sir, you would 
poiut them out, as with the pen of the ready writer. I, 
therefore, earnestly intreat you to bring your thoughts to 
this point, and expressty inform me of the result of you 
meditations. If I] know any thing about reasoning from 
analogy, there is as much evidence for endless afflictions, 
as for endless punishment. 

I will take notice of two or three of the most important 
suggestions you have offered. 

1. You speak of * @ certain sense,” not unfrequently 
q. d. * Christ died for all? an a@ cerlain sense. “ God is 
,ood to all” in a certain sense, &c. 1 am, at least, hap- 
py to learn from you that, the * sense” in which * Christ 
lied for all” and in which “ God is good to all,” is a* cer- 
fain” and not anuncertain one. But who taught you to 
retreat from the plain and most obvious scriptural sense to 
1 shelter found under the human creeds of acer/ain sense ? 
Such, my friend, is at best a disingenious wy of invali- 
lating Divine testimony. Christ gave himself a ransom 





for al/, in the same sense that be did for one. He tasted 


nishes me with another reason against your position. “ If 


in a man’s being punished twice for the same offence. If| groans of others ? 


sinner, as living in all manner of c.imes, that being a heav- | 


death for every man, in the same sense that, he did for th, 
elect. And when the scriptures do not speak of a* ceria), 
sense,” we should not supercede it. 

1 am thankful that you have furnished me with so pow. 
erful an argument against the doctrine of unmerciiul pup, 
ishment, by suggesting the different ways in which Go¢ 
isgood. You say he is good to a sparrow, a man, and ap 
angel. Now let me ask you, Sir, whether you mean, ip 
reality, as your words purport - Do you mean that God 
is really good 2 But haw does God show his kindness io 
sparrows’ Isit by giving them existence for the same 
benevolent purpose that you think he did the wicked? 
that is. to make them miserable forever. Ln compliance 
with your request, I will not take advantage of your pa. 
rental feelings, but certainly, I may be allowed to avai! 
myself of any argument arising from your feelings towaids 
sparrows. Suppose then, that you had been listening to 
the warbling of those birds, and you should discry a ser. 
vant of yours, torturing and inangling one of the kind, and 
on inguiring the cause, should be told, that the bird wasa 
reprovate—had done mischief in the garden, and was pun. 
ished in this world, that we might know how God woul 
actually deal with it in the next ? Would you be wil- 
ling to see your servant, exhibiting the same kind of good- 
ness, that you asciibe to Deity ? No, Sir, you would not 
permit him merely tu torment asparrow, where these was 
no good to accrue fiom it. But suppose I should puisue 
your scheme, and say that you ordered the torturing of 
the mischievous bi:d, for the joy and comfort of the be- 
holders, including yourself and children? Ave you wil. 
ling to be considered as having such a disposition? Thea 
do, I entreat you, reconsider the ground you have taken, 
Consider what character you ascribe to God, when you 
callhim good, in making beings for endless torture! Yes, 
and this very torment for the good ofthe happy. Do you, 
venerable friend,expect to be benefitted, by the unceasing 
Humanity. and Heaven fo: bid the 
thought. The same reasoning will hold good, in relation 
to any individual who is executed for a crime. The spec: 
tators view ic asa matter of necessity, arising from the 
imperfection of human government. But does it afford 
comfort to the multitude to see aman hung?) When you 
speak of saints and angels, whose heaven is enhanced by 
beholding, in naked vision, the damned in hell, I want to 
ask you, whether you desire lo be in such a heaven 2 

2. When I produced proof of God’s will, you say that 
it is premature, unless I also show that it is God’s secret 
and decretive, and not his revealed will. I cannot. my 
dear sir, show God’s secret will. % Secret things belong 
to God ; but revealed things are for us and our children.” 
If you are favored with a knowledge of his secret will, I 
' would thank you totell me,in your next, how you ob- 
tained it? Ifyou, and all the calvinistic church are well 
acquainted with God’s secre/s, I cannot conceive how 
| they can any longer be considered secrets! 1 am deter- 
| mined to speak plainly, for I know IJ shall not offend a 





he does in the present? From the above representation of | friend, I consider such arguments another calvinistic sub- 


terfuge. Ifthe revealed testimony is against you, and you 
have nothing to prove your doctrine by, but a_ secret will, 
which, from its very nature, you cannot know ; I advise 
you to believe it in secret, kecp it secret, and make a secret 
of it ; for the scrutinizing world will never have credulity 
enough to believe you. Consider, I pray. you, what a 
character you ascribe to the benevolent AUTHOR of our 
being. Did it never occur to your mind that, you cha:ge 
him with being a Aypocrile, a deceiver? According to 
you, he professes to will the salvation of all, when he does 
nol—he reveals his designs contrary to what they are: 
O! my friend, pause and reficct a moment, before you 
gather the rash courage to implicate the sacred character 
of Him, who cannot lie. 

3. You ask me to explain the meaning of a “spiritual 
change,” which I shall do with the greatest pleasuie, as | 
cannot suppose a man of your age and gravity, would so- 
licit it, unless you wished to be informed. My meaning, 
Sir, was this; whenthe Apostle said, “ we shall be chan- 
ged,” he meant that we should possess the image of Christ, 
in an incorruptible state. Indeed, my meaning embraced 
all which you seem to convey, by a moral and bodily 
change. if by a moral change you mean, to bear the 
image of Christ, according to 2 Cor. 3,18; and by 4 
change of body, to be immortal, like Jesus in his glorified 
body, you will find both ideas expressed in the chapte: to 
which [allude. See 1 Cor. 15,47, 48, 49, and 53, 54 
Now as you admit that the Apostle was speaking of al 
mankind, “the righteous and the wicked,” and as the 
above named texts, fairly prove that a/l of whom he 
spake, will be so changed as to bear the image of Christ, 
in an incorruptible state, I ask you to say, whethe: this 
“ spiitual change” is not proof direct, in favor of the final 
happiness of aJl mankind. Can those be eternally mise 
rable that are moulded into the celestial image of the Lod 
from heaven? The resurrection is designed to subdue 
all things to Christ, in an evangelical sense. ‘Thus: 
* Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashior- 
ed like unta his glorious body, by the working ofhis po¥- 
er, whereby.he is able to subdue all things to himse!l. 





“ And when ail things shall be subdued unto him, thee 
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thea proceed to trace out the conclusions, which naturally 
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hall the Sur also nimseif be sudject unto him that did put} 
sha 


all things under him, that God may be all in all.” O,! 
— rting truth! What, and shall all things be sub- | 
rT 4 reconciled to Jesus,and obey bim fom the} 
aan 6 e that he obeys God, and thus God be all 
Then where is the propriety of evading this 

timovy, OF denying the most unequivocal declarations 
Hol Writ 2. J want you to point out the inaccuracy 
dike tiie combination of Scriptures, or acknowledge 
yr cannot. It would be an illegal tax upon our rea- 
ders, to multiply observations that are foreign to the point 
at issue. P : 

4, In your next, I wish you to prove the following: As’ 
you believe in the eternity of hel! torments, and conse- | 
quently that God determined to punish a partof mankind 
therein; it is first, incumbent on you to siiow that God | 
has prepared a place called hell, in which to pudish man- 
kind forever. Ifyou do not already know, and will ex- 
amine faithfully, you will find that, there was no wordin 
the Greek or Hebrew languages, which could convey the 
idea which many receive from the Euglish word Hell ; that 
no such sense was attached to the original words by the 
sac‘ed writers, which have been translated hell. 2. Af- 
te: having proved however, the doctrine of the strict eter- 
nity of hell torments, you will please prove that, God’s sec- 
yet determination is to punish the wicked eternally, while 
nis revealed will is to save all men. By doing these two 
things, you will settle our controversy; butif you cannot | 
do this, | pray you, be ingenuous and acknowledge that it | 
cannot be done. Itrust you will never fear to change | 
vour views, when you find them unscriptural. Doctor 
Watts says: “It becomes the all-wise God, and not 
mo.tal man, tobe uuchangeable. For a man to be ob- 
stinxtely tenacious of an old mistake, because he has once 
admitted it, is the shame and = not the glory, of human 
nature.” A UNIVERSALIST. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


To the Editor of the Maine Buptist Herald, 

Sin—In reading your paper of July 31st, my curiosity 
was excited at the ease with which you proved the doc- 
trine of “eternal condemnation.” Heretofore, the ques- 
tion, whether a part of mankind are or are nol to be eler- 
nally damned, has been considered a deep and doubtful 
one, which has engaged on both sides, men of the greatest 
erudition and most signal piety. But now it would 
seem that the great question is finally settled. Whatthe 





great and the good of a number of centuries have never 
been able to settle, is, perhaps in the opinion of many of | 
your readers, brought toa close. One short article, con- 
taining only between five and six lines, essays to cull all 
the reseaiches which embrace hundreds of volumes. The 
article to which I allude is this, “It is agreed that the 
promise, Mark xvi. 16, ‘He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved,’ relates to eternal salvation. That the 
antithesis may be perfect, the minatory clause, ‘he that 
believeth not, shall be dammed,’ must relate to ete:nal | 
condemnation.” 

1 am an adinirer of laconic arguments, and more espe- 
cially if they are sound and conclusive. But f must con- 
fess, that, notwithstanding the triumphant manner in which 
you usher in the * antithesis,” there does not appear to be 
any agreement upon the subject. You take for granted 
the very point which you should prove. You say, that 
“ut is agreed” that the promise, ‘he that believeth shall be 
saved,’ relates to eternal salvation.” Who ag ees to this? 
Do those who disbelieve the doctrine of endless torture? 
They do not, Sir. 1t is nol “agreed” as you say. 1 will 
not doubt your sincerity in supposing that to be the fact; 
but if you did consider that it was so agreed, you have 
ve'y mueh betrayed your unacquaintance with the senti- 
ments of mankind. It is a very easy thing for a pe.sonto 
set down his own opinion as an acknowledged truth, and 


follow that self-established fact. This you have done, 
but no fair arguist would have done so. I acknowledge 
that if what you say were true, viz. that if is agreed, Ke. 
your conclusion would be just. But as this is not the 
fact, so your antithesis gives not that support to the doc- 
tine of-endless misery which you intended. 

The denomination to which the writer of this article 
belongs, does not by any means agree that the p-omise re- 
lates to eternal salvation. I use the terms eternal sal- 
vation here, to signify what I suppose you understand by 
them, viz. our final deliverance from sin and misesy and 
Our translation into the kingdom of God above. I will 
Proceed to show you why we do not agree to your state- 
ment. We do net agree to it because we do not believe. 
that our belief or disbelief of any established truth, will 
make that truth more o1 less a fact. The verse preced- 
ing that which you have quoted reads as follows, * Go ye 
ito all the world and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture”; and then follows the ve:se on which you have 
Ar eae a relating to what would be the effects of be- 
lef or disbelief. The gospel was to be p eached to erery 
credlure; those that believed it would be saved, whili 





The iuquiry then presents itseli—what is the Gospel to 
be preached to every creature in which belief was 
required? ‘The gospel is good news. And what are these 
good news? That great joy shall be to ail people. “ Fear 
not, for behold I bring you good tidings of great joy which 
s.iall be to all people.” This then is the gospel—the good 
news—the ruth, viz. that great joy shall be to all peo- 
ple. Now taking this as we believe it to be, a fact, | ask 


| you whether our belief or disbelief of this fact can make 
If it be a fact that gaeat joy 


it a truth or a falsehood. 
shail be to all people—* to every creature ;” will this truth 
be :endered a falsehood because all people do not believe 
the fact? Suppose all people believe the truth; will all 
be saved? Surely, for “he that believeth (the truth) shall 
be saved.” Suppose no one should believe the truth, will 
all be damned? Surely, for “he that believeth not (the 
truth) shall be damned.” Then what becomes of the 
TRUTH, that great joy shall be to all people’ Is it not 
turned into a falsehood’ This would be indeed a strange 
way of making and destroying eternal truths. Suppose 
the truth to be, as you p:obably hold, that instead of great 


joy being reserved for all, the g:eatest part of mankind ace 


to be eternally miserable and joyless. Let all men be- 
lieve this, would all be saved? Surely, for he that be- 
lieveth (the truth) shall be saved. Then, men would be 
saved in believing alie! Because if al! men, by believing 
were saved, it would make your “truth,” a falsehood for 
that declares as the fact that all will not be saved. I 
think you cannot avoid seeing the inconsistencies of your 
doctrines. If it be a truth that great joy shall be to all 
people, then the fact is as we believe, that all people will 
eventually possess this great joy. Now all may believe 
this and all may be saved in the belief—and if they do 
not, they will not make the truth false—they it is true 
will be damued—for “he that doubteth 1s damned” —con- 
demnation abideth on him. There is a present salvation 
derived from a belief of the truth, and there is also a pre- 
sent condemnation derived from a disbelief of it, and that 
is the salvation and damnation suggested in the text.— 
“He that believeth entereth into rest.” “If ye believe 
the truth, the truth shall make you f.ee.” ‘God is the 
Saviour of all men, specially of them that believe”—be- 
lieve what? Ans. the truth. Whatis the truth? Ans. 
that * God is the Saviour of all men.” 1 John v, 10, }1.— 
Suppose I should adopt your system of argument and say, 
“ J? is agreed that all will be saved of whom God is the 
Saviour,—therefore, as God is the Saviour of all men, it 
is certain thatall.men will be saved,” should you say that 
this settled the question? Certainly it is as fair and con- 
clusive an argument as yours. ORIGEN. 
cnet 2 TO © pe 
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‘6 AM BET FOR THE DFFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.”’ 
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NATIONAL GRATITUDE. 

For several weeks, the public Journals have abounded 
with interesting intejligence, concerning the long expect- 
ed arrival of Marquis LAFsaYETTE, in America, and the 
splendor and applause with which he has been welcomed 
on various occasions. This cheerful exhibition of public 
feeling, is honorable to a free, enlightened and patriotic 
people. As our readers will doubtless be favored with all 
requisite information, on this subject, through other media, 
we had concluded to say nothing concerning the distin- 
guished Guest of the Nation, in our columns; but on ma. 
ture deliberation, a sense of obligation, as a participant 
of those inestimable blessings, in the confirment of which 
“the adopted Son of America,” was a conspicuous agent. 
we aie induced to wave our past resolutions, and insert 
in our columns, the name of LAFAYETTE, the good Citi- 
zen, the brave Soldier, and the imimoxtalized General. 
May the residue of his days be spent amid the applause 
and admiration of an enraptured people, and when his 
body is cradled in the tomb, and his name envolled con- 
spicuously among the illustrious of the Goop AND 
GREAT, let his remembrance be entwined with in:pe:ish- 


generations yet unborn. 

Feom the many excellent addresses which have been 
received, and answered, by our * Nation’s Guext,” we se- 
lect the following, by Dr. A. R. Thompson, of Charles- 


town, delivered on the bettie ground of Bunker-Hill, as 
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ase that disbelieved it would be damned or condemmed. 


best calculated to excite patrwlic and reiigious gictitude. 


able wreaths «f honor and renown, in the gratitude of 
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That “Calvary” of the New World, drank the vital blood” 


of Warren, and his compatriots, as the price of Americar, 





Independence ; let it therefore remind us of the high hon- 
ois of “the Prince of Peace, the Lord of Life and Glory,” 
whose life was a scene of difficulties and sufferings, and 
his reward the emancipation and redemption of a WoRLD. 


“*Sir—In behalf of the Inhabitants of Charlestown, the 
Committee of Arrangements present their respectful saluta- 
tions to Gen Laraverrr, and bid him a cordial welcome to 
this town. This joyful occasion revives high national feelings 
and recollections, and touches the springs of gratitude Ly re- 
minding us of that interesting period of our history which cave 
to our country a gallant Hero, and to the rights of maukins a 
stedfast Champion While we participate inthe thrill of de- 
light which every where hails the visit of our illustrious Friend, 
we cannot suppress the peculiar emotion of our hearts on re- 
ceiving you, Sir, on the memorable heights of Bunker; on 
this holy ground, immortalized by the deeds, and sacred to the 
mames of Revolutionary Heroes. Over these heights, Liberty 
once moved in blood and tears ;—her chariot on wheels of fire. 
Now she comes in her car of peace and glory; drawn by the 
affections of a happy people. to crown on these same heig)its, 
with civic honors a favorite Son, whose early strength was 
given to her sacred stvugules and whose riper years are now 
permitted to behold the splendor of her triumphs. In the ful- 
ness of our hearts we give thanks to Almighty God, who has 
guided and guarded your high career of peril and renown. 

* Permit us, beloved General, again to welcome you to our 
bosoms; to express our ardent hopes, that your valuable life 
may be prolonged to the utmost limits of earthly happiness , 
that the Jand which has bees enriched with the dew of your 
youth, may be honored as the asylum of your old age;—-that 
the country which now blends your fame with the mild lustre 
of Wasutncton may henceforth hail you as a citizen ot 
Wasuincron’s country ;—and that, during the residue of your 
years, you may live amidst the attentions, as you will forever 
live in the hearts of a grateful andadmiring people.” 





NEW ASSOCIATION, 

A number of ministering brethren met according to pre- - 
vious notice, at Deerfield, (N. H.) on the 25th ultimo, and or- 
ganized The Rockingham Universalist Association—and aftei 
the interesting services of two days, they adjourned to mee! 
at Nottingham, N. H. the first Wednesday in Sept 1825. 





DEDICATION AND INSTALLATION. 

On the 18th ult. the new Universalist Church in the city 
of Hartford, we was solemnly dedicated to Almighty 
God.--Sermon, by Br. H. Ballou. On the day following, 
Br. Joun Bisse. Ji. was installed pastor over the Church 
and Society worshipping in. said House Sermon by Br. 
David Pickering, of Providence. 

h-FP SPECIAL NOTICE. 

Subscribers in this State, who are in arrKars for the “ Chris- 
tian Intell.gencer,” are informed that they will have an op- 
portunity na few days of making payment, as an Agent has 
been employed to call on them for that purpose — it is hoped 
that every one, and Agents in particular, will be ready to 
make a settlement up to the end of ruirp volume = If any of 
our Patrons can make it convenient to pay for the pre- 
sent volume, by this opportunityyit will be gratefully receiv- 
ed. (t'F" Persons wishing to subscribe can be supplied wit! the 
back numbers of the present volume, by sending the Puy IN 
ADVANCE 
“acne 
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MARRIED, 


In this town, by Rev. Mr. Ten Broeck, Mr. Samvar Cou 
MAN, merchant, of Salem, to Miss PameLa Cuannier 

(mn Sunday morning lasc, by Elder S Rand, Mr. Samuel- 
Bryant, to Miss Harriet Burns By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Vie. 
William Lane, to Miss Sophia Wiggin: 














‘ "se 

In this town, Mrs. Mary, widow, of the late John Thomas, 
aged 71. Mr, Nathan Sawyer, bookbinder. 

On the 28th ult. Mrs. Hinnau, wife of Mr. Jacosn Batt, . 
aged 56. Mrs. Bet. possessed an amatile disposition and— 
from early life was entitled to high respect forher virtue. In 
her death, ber dusband and children realize an irreparable 
loss. bor about fifteen years she had been a professor of re- 
ligion in Voctor + ayson’s church, and her life and conversa- 
tion were an ornamentto techy -tiancharacter. Mrs. Vell 
exhibited a kind and forg ving spirit, and never felt oterwise 
towards those whoiw she considered in dangerous errors, than 
to pray lor their conversion and salvation. Nota censorious 
or uncharitable sentence. escaped from her lips. Far many 
vears she had been much out of health, before she was con- 
firmed in the decline, which terminated her life. During a 
year's illness, ber pains and distresses could not distorta mur- 
mur fom ber. She was all calmness and reconciliation. Her 
couversation was religious and instructive. Long will the 
faint music of a Mother's voice be remembered by her dear 
children. Like Job, Mrs. B. waited for her change to come, 
a wren the emblem of death was visible in her countenance, 
she viewed herself in a glass, with a smile, knowing that she~ 
should soon be liberated from the prison of clay. She fell 
asleep in the arms of tesus. May her sickness and death be 


anet fied to her ‘andy and others, that they may be prevas- 
ed for death, beang * also ready,” - 
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FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


A HYMN. 


Hicir, on the mounjain’s tow’ring head, 
VW hile do: kness veils the sky, 

Faith stands, and through the stormy cloud, 
Directs her anxious eye. 


“Amidst the gloom,the welcome rays, 
Vith cheering lustie shine, 
And open to her aident gaze, 
A world of bliss divine. 


‘The yawning gulf, that howl’d beneath, 
Has ceas‘d Tis angry rear, 

The surging waves have spent their force, 
And died upon the shore. 


Far. in the distance, Faith beholds 
A flood of heaw nly light, 

Now spreads hei pinions, and directs, 
Tow'rd heav’n, her ardent flight. 


Far, far beyond this nether world, 
Where sin and sorrow grow, 

She seeks and finds that endless rest, 
Where joys perpetal flow. 


Joyful, my soul shall follow too, 
To reach that blisstul seene, 
When e’er my Fathe bids me come, 
Nor heed the culf between. 


ew 
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The Uellecter, 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


4 FRIENDLY LETTER TO REV. MR. HUTCHINSON, 
OF HARTFORD, (Mg.) 

Dear Str,—Seeing your se timents, expressed last winter, 
in relation to **the Poor Debtor law,” Jed me to conclude 
“your heart was fraught with benevolence towards the dis- 
tressed. From whence proceed those tender sympathies by 
which you pity the poor and feel for the afflicted unless it 
be from him whois the fountain of love and compassion? I 
was happy to learn that you exerted all your faculties and 
eloquence in behalf of the poor deltor, who was exposed to 
only a month’s imprisonment for a debt which he is unable 
to pay; but f am struck with amazement to hear that you 
defend the doctrine of Calvinism, and hold that ourgbeavenly 
Father will not only imprison, but torment and distress his 
own offspring eternally, for a debt which was contracted by 
Acai, the first man wh6 lived on earth Now let me soberly 
ask vou;—does that doctrine agree with your conduct as a 
Jegislator—with vour practice as a citizen--your dealings as 
a veighbor, or with your feelings as a christian and a father? 
Do you not exhort your hearers to love each other—to forgive 
their enemies—to pray for persecutors? Are not these things 
enjoined in the Scriptures, that we may be tike our heavenly 
Parent? Then, God is the source from which these streams 
continually flow. And does he require more of us than he 
will exhibit? orcan the stream rise higher than the fountain ? 
Willthe Father of the whole human family imprison and 
torment a great part of his own offspring, to the wasteless 
ages of eternity, when a christian legislature could not be re 
conciled to the mere imprisonment of poor cehtors tor the 
teria of One Month? Perhaps you will say that, Jesus Christ 
by his swfferings on the cross, paid the debt due to divine 
justice, fora part of mankind, and left the rest to perish 
forever. Butl would fiquire, whether it would have cost 
the Saviour any more sufferings to have cancelled the debt 
for the whole fallen family? and if it would not, what were 
his feelings, when, though he might have said a//, without one 
aiiditional pang, and yet he chose to make « part wretched 
forever? If Lam not mistaken, you might contrast your own 
character with the character of the Being you worship, and 
it would be much in your favor. Did vou. dear sir, so much 
as once think of making a law for the relief of poor debtors 
and then restrict the advantages of that law to a few selected 
ones, while the many of similar misfortunes were left to 
suffer the rigor of the old law, without pity or reprieve? J 
cannot judge vou so uncharitably. 

I will now propose a tew scriptural truths for your candid 
consideration. ; 

God has created all nations of men, and for a benevolent 








am! hath not one God created us?” The psalimnist deciares 
that, ‘*God is good to all and that his tender mercies are 
over all his works.” ‘The apostle also afiinus, ** This is a 
jaithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation; that Jesus 
Christ came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chet.” Even the Lord Jesus Christ could not give a plainer 
account of himself, and of his mission upon earth, than to 
proclatin htmself the Saviour of sinners, or the Saviour of 
the world. Ele will gather together in one all things in hea- 
ven and earth; destroy him that hath the power of death, 
and deliver those who through the fear of death are all their 
life time snbject to bondage. ‘Therefore, we ought to glorify 
God, both in our bodies and spirits, which are his. 

We read that men have been led captive by Satan, at his 
will; but do we read in the bible that they will remain in 
endlesscaptivity? Surely not. When Jehovah assuines his 
right, and stretches fertn his omnipotent arm for the accom- 
plishment of his purpose, bow soon will the serpent’s head 
be bruised, and all opposition to the triumph of wercy, shrink 
back into its original nothingness? No wonder that Satan 
come down with wrath, knowing that his time was short. 
Jesus will destroy him, and overthrow his empire. 

it is true tiat all men are reckoned in a state of sin and 
unbelief; butit is equally true, that, God will have mercy 
upon all, by turning every one of them from his iniquities. 
If Jesus had not come as a Saviour. he would have thundered 
out his doctrine as from Sinai, in smoke and blackness, and 
a ministration of death would have flowed copiously from his 
lips. So far from countenancing what some call the secreé 
will of God, methinks £ hear the enrapturing sound burst 
from his mouth, while he declares plainly, that “ it is the will 
of his Father that of all which was given him, he should lose 
nothing, but raise it up at the last day " whoin, as Peter 
says, **the heavens must receive, until the times of the resti- 
tution of all things, spoken of by the mouth of all Goa’s holy 
prophets since the world began.” 

God punishes the disobedient that he may fulfil all his 
gracious promises Though he yisits iniquities with stripes, 
aud rewards men aceording to their works, yet his loving 
kindress will he not take utterly away, nor suffer his faith. 
fulness to fail; for he will not cast off forever, but though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the 
multitude of his tender mercies. The greatest blessings 
follow the severest punishments which God inflicts. ‘The very 
nature of chastisement fromthe hand of a holy ard benevo- 
lent Leng, pre supposes an intention to conier a blessing 
If it was not designed to produce a good efiect, it would be 
cruelty ; 

but, strictly and properly speaking, nothing but what is 
good, all things considered, can flow from a fountain of pure 
unchangeable goodness. Can you, sir, object to this reasona- 
ble and scriptural doctrine? Does it not agrec with the best 
principles of your nature, the pious desires of your heart, and 
your daily prayers before the throne of God? Would you 
wish, or dare to indulge a feeling or disposition, at war with 
this merciful doctrine ? 1 am convinced you would not. If 
you aseribe to Deity a different character, would you not 
make him worse than any character found in the annals of 
history ; since no one has had both, power and disposition to 
make creatures equally miserable? What representation 
can be more frightiul, than tu set forth an infinite being, as 
thrusting into existence millions of mtelligences, for the pur- 
pose of rendering that existence an eternal injury ; When he 
might have made them infinitely happy? Do you love such 
a Being with all your heart, and can you repose yourself with 
joy in the hands of one, whose power is as Likely to be exert- 
ed in your endless ruin, as in your final salvation? Can 
you, kind sir, look around oa your children and feel comtort 
able, while you think it is probable that some of them are 
candidates for endless flares ? 

Then let me intreat you to re-consider your religious sen- 
timents, and reform your system till it will agree with you: 
benevolent conduct. Consider that though the children of 
anearthiy parent may be defrauded of the inheritance be- 
queathed them, yet itis not so with the will of God, in which 
all men have an incorruptible inheritance. The author of 
the will, sleeps not by day, nor does he slumber in the night 
of death; but with open eyes he beholds, at one intuitive 
view, the whole family of nan, from the rising to the setting 
sun, and carries into execution his own divine pleasure, 
without the possibility of disappointment. Therefore let us 
unite in praver to God that ne would bring about that glori- 
ous perod, when all nations shall know him from the least to 
the greatest, and all in heaven, carth and sea, being recon- 
etled to him, join in ascript.ons of highest praise to God and 
the Lamb 
This {rem your sincere frien’ and well-wisher. H. 
EXCOMMUNICATLIONS. 
Josep ATKINS, a young gentleman, of Cambridge- 
from tin 


port, Mass. hus recently been «excommunicated 

Baptist Church in that place, of which Rev. Bola Jaco} 

is pasto:, fo: believing the doctrine of Universal Saly 

von. Ne fault was found with his moral character, an 
e infe: that the chu-ch had nothing agamst him in this 


espect, lor they were Wiiling heep bi in the church. 
if he would renounce Unive. s:alism. 

Now let the p: blic look at this excommenication.— 
Here isa young man, who by reading the Bible ag eeably 
to the advice of the church to which he belongs, is led to 
loubt the truth of a had embraced. Ee goes 


to the olde’ members of the chuich for information and 


foctrine bh 





Purpose ; as saith the prophet—“ Have we not all one father ? 


satisfaction, but gotsnoac. He,at last, goes to his minis- 





; be cherished. 





nits 
ter, and with sincesity aud independence asks question 
concerning the scriptures. The minister refuses to ., 


, : au. 
swer these. “J wall have no controve TSy wiih you,” al 
' , . “Gi 
he. What else could this young man have done and 


been sincere’ Was not his conduct in this perfectly yy, 
ight and commendable? Why did not his ministe; an. 
swer his questions? He invited the young man to 4;. 
house foi the purpose of conveising with him; and the 
opportunity was gladly embraced ; but lo! when he asks 
a question respecting man’s final salvation, instead of , 
candid answer, he hears * / will have no controversy wii) 
you!” In him we see his principle struggling against his 
fears, and the authority and impo: tunity of the chuich, ¢, 
which he belonged. Butat last he is excommunicate, 
froma body professing to be a church of our Lord Jeg, 
Christ. Aud for what’ Because he believes that Jeg). 
Christ is the Savior of the world. This is just what he: 
said to be,in scripture. John says,“ We have seen, ej 
do testify that the #ather sent the Son to be the Savior of 
the world.” 1. John, iv. 14. “ We have heard him oy;. 
selves, and know that this is indeed the Christ. the Savio, 
of the world.” Jobn iv. 42. This young man row says 
that his present views of the extent and benefit of Christ's 
mission ave admirably expressed in the following words - 
» He ts the propitiation for our sins; and not for our; 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 1. John jj. 
2. He does not believe in the salvation of less nor nioje 
than is here stated—* The whole world.” 

Another young man, by the name of MARSHAL Kim- 
BALL, Was excommunicated from the same church, abou: 
the same time, for similar reasons; that is, for believine 
in the scriptural doctrine of the salvation of the wold, - 

Universalist Magazine. 
SM I EE aS oe TE I, LE EL EI TS 


OBITUARY. 

In Portsmouth, Jexemian Lissey, Esq. aged 76. The re. 
spect which we entertain tor useful talents well eiployed, fo 
amiable dispositions always exercised, and for serious and re 
ligious habits unreimittingly cultivated, demands a_ briefuo- 
tice of the character of the deceased. in early life, Mr. Lib- 
bey gave proof of a reflecting mind, of an active spirit of en- 
quiry, and of a soundness of judgment above most of his age. 
From a child, he studied to make himself acquainted with 
the important truths of christianity ; and while young, came 
to a full conviction of the truth of the doctrine of “ the resti- 
tution of ail things.” This doctrine he always defended, 
though without incurring the charge of being a noisy dispu- 
tant. and his opponents have often acknowledged his mild. 
ness and candor, and confessed the goodness of his heart. 
The bigh sense which the public entertained of his abilities 
and integrity, has been evinced by cenfiding to his manage- 
ment, business ofan important and respousible character. 
As a busband, a friend and a neighbor, his memory will long 
With a soul glowing with benevolence, and 
with feelings always uniform and consistent, it was his einploy- 
ment and his delightto dispense all possible good to those 
around him. It was the lotofour departed friend to be ai- 
flicted with complicated disease, from the earliest period of 
his life; andso small partof his davs have been filled with 
pain and distress. Yet when he was not severely exercised, 
he conversed with cheerfulness, and at all times appeared te 
enjoy the society of his friends. Corpoieal infirmities never 
soured his temper, nor disturbed the habitual! tranquility o! 
hisimind. His firm belief in the infinite goodness of God, his 
views of the benevolence of the divine goverument, and lis 
** earnest expectation” of the final felicity of all rational in- 
telligences in which belief, views and expectation he lived and 
died, gave energy to a mind naturally strong, and contribuied 
to produce that patience whose * perfect work” renders We 
subject * perfect and entire, wanting vothing.” = While we 
mourn with the afflicted widow, and the several connexions 0 
the family, we would aim to profit by the example of the de- 
ceased, and so believe and live, that * we may die the deata 
of the righteous, and that our last end may be like his” 
Also, Mrs. Agreait Watpen, wife of Jacob Walden, Es¢. 
aged 77. In the death of Mrs. Waiden, her husband, her 
children and societv sustain a loss, of whtch they feel a very 
deep and affecting sense. The deceased has lived in the ex- 
ercise of those virtues, which give woman her most elevated 
character ; slic was distinguished by prudence and industry, 
and an unremitted attention to the interests of her family. 
‘* The heart of her husband has safely trusted in ber, and het 
children have risen up to cali her blessed.”’ With a mind eat 
lv imbued wih religious principles, aud actively devoted to the 
sacred realities which the gospel unfolds, she was enunently 
prepared to encounter the trials of life, contident of final vic- 
tory through the power of * the Captain of our Saivation 
© enjoved the fullexercise of ber reason to the last; 426 
the faculties of her mind were employed upon the ouly out sens 
which can impart strength and peace. in the view ofapproac? 
ing death. Retigion shed its holy influence on her heart, 204 
produced a settled tranquility of spirit - MW. HT Gez 
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